
 

Grounded vs. Isolated Power 
Which is safer for operating rooms? 
 
 

In locations involving the use of conductive fluids such as saline solutions, there is an added risk of exposure to 
electric shock for patients and medical staff. Most experts will agree that determining if critical care areas are 
wet locations involves performing a risk assessment study. Auditors tasked with responsible risk assessment 
should be independent and objective; have knowledge of the facility, its systems and processes; and possess 
skills in risk management, documentation, evaluation and assessment.  
 
The table below illustrates the major differences between grounded power and isolated power systems. 
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